
Tropical Cyclone (TC) 08S (Delfina)*

First Poor : 1100Z 30 Dec 02

First Fair : 1200Z 30 Dec 02

First TCFA : N/A 

First Warning : 1800Z 30 Dec 02 

Last Warning : 0600Z 01 Jan 03, Dissipated

Max Intensity : 55 kts, gusts to 70 kts 

Landfall : Near Angoche, Mozambique on 31 December, 2002

Total Warnings : 4 

Remarks: 

(1) Tropical Cyclone (TC) 08S developed quickly in the Mozambique Channel and attained a 
maximum intensity of 55 knots just prior to making landfall in Mozambique. After landfall, the 
cyclone rapidly weakened. Over land, TC 08S continued to move westward and entered Malawi, 
entraining hot, desert air and continuing to interact with land. With the low level circulation center 
still identifiable, TC 08S then looped, headed southeast and re-entered the Mozambique Channel. 
After re-entering the Mozambique Channel, the cyclone tracked south for 72 hours before 
dissipating.

(2) Press reports indicated that TC 08S brought heavy rains and winds to Mozambique, causing a 
reported 58 fatalities. Reports further indicated that the cyclone left approximately 300,000 
persons homeless, damaged crops, and causing infrastructure damage costing $3.5 million. 

*Named by WMO designated RSMC

Statistics for JTWC on TC08S
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DTG NO. LAT LONG wind 00 12 24 36 48 72 96 120 00 12 24 36 48 72 96 120
02123012   16.4S  43.1E  30                 
02123018 1 16.4S 42.4E 35 8 56 83 86     0 10 0 -25     
02123106 2 16.1S 41.6E 35 18 12 17 63     0 -10 -15 -5     
02123118 3 16.0S 40.4E 55 6 13 12      0 -5 0      
03010106 4 15.8S 39.2E 45 5 40       0 10       
03010112  15.7S 38.5E 30                 
03010118  15.6S 37.6E 25                 
03010200  15.5S 36.7E 25                 
03010206  15.4S 35.7E 25                 
03010212  15.3S 35.2E 25                 
03010218  15.1S 35.6E 25                 
03010300  15.1S 35.7E 25                 
03010306  15.1S 35.9E 25                 
03010312  15.1S 36.1E 25                 
03010318  15.0S 36.3E 25                 
03010400  14.9S 36.7E 25                 
03010406  14.9S 37.1E 25                 
03010412  14.8S 37.5E 25                 
03010418  14.8S 37.9E 25                 
03010500  14.7S 38.3E 25                 
03010506  14.8S 38.8E 25                 
03010512  15.1S 39.2E 25                 
03010518  15.4S 39.6E 25                 
03010600  15.9S 39.9E 25                 
03010606  16.5S 39.4E 25                 
03010612  17.1S 38.7E 25                 
03010618  17.7S 38.2E 25                 
03010700  18.4S 37.5E 25                 
03010706  19.4S 37.4E 25                 
03010712  20.4S 37.6E 25                 
03010718  21.4S 37.9E 25                 
03010800  22.1S 38.3E 25                 
03010806  22.9S 38.5E 25                 
03010812  23.7S 38.4E 25                 
03010818  24.5S 38.4E 25                 
03010900  25.5S 38.5E 25                 
03010906  26.5S 38.6E 25                 
03010912  27.5S 39.6E 25                 
   AVERAGE  10 30 37 74     0 9 5 15     
   BIAS          0 1 -5 -15     
   # CASES  4 4 3 2     4 4 3 2     



Figure 2-08S-1. 312020Z December 2002 multi-sensor satellite images of TC 08S 
(Delfina), located in the Mozambique channel, with an estimated intensity of 55 knots. 



Figure 2-08S-2. 011105Z January 2003 MODIS true-color image of TC 08S (Delfina), 
located over Mozambique, with an intensity of 30 knots.
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